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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 February 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornaal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The examiner has considered the information disclosure statement (IDS) 
submitted on 2/5/2001. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 1 , 
lines 5 and 6 refer to claims 1 and 5. The specification should not reference claims, in 
that claim numbers can change. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 9-12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the 
steps. See MPEP § 21 72.01 . The omitted step is: A result of the check in the second 
step of claims 9 and 1 1 . Seemingly, there is no result to this check. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the disclosed invention is 
inoperative and therefore lacks utility. Seemingly, there is no result to the check in the 
second step of claims 9 and 1 1 ; therefor the claimed invention does yield any result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 9-12, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Blakley et al., European Patent Application nunnber 773489. 

With regard to claims 9 and 11, Blakley discloses a nnethod for approving a user 
password (pagelO line 14-page 11 line 18) including adding a data item to the user 
profile (page 10 lines 24-26) and checking whether a number of characters belonging to 
a subset are included in the new password (pagelO lines 20-21). 

With regard to claims 10 and 12, Blakley discloses indicating a minimum number 
of the required characters (page 10 line 19). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacob Lipman whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0716. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:00 (M-Th). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Morse can be reached on 703-308-4789. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application nnay be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR systenn, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




GREGORY MORSE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



